
 

 

 

 

Some newspaper cuttings about the family 
 

(All articles come from The Cambrian unless otherwise stated). 
 

 
 
Doc 10 
 
27th. August 1858:  
 
Charles Shimell Andrew 
 
Ancient Order of Foresters meeting 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Doc 11 
 
29th. April 1859: 
 
Charles Shimell Andrew 
 
Debtor’s court notice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Doc 12 
 
 6th. November 1857: 
 
Philip Andrew 
 
Elected to Council 
 
 

 
 
Doc 13 
 

3rd. February 1860: 
 

Philip Andrew 
 

Bankruptcy notice 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Doc 14 
 
20th. March 1868: 
 
Philip Andrew 
 
(Andrew & Crowhurst) 
 
Orange Street Brewery 
 
Report on a court case when the Company was 
accused of causing wrongful imprisonment to a 
customer following non payment of a bill.  
 
The report was very long and detailed so only the 
initial proceedings are given opposite, along with 
the final verdict. 
 
Damages of £100 were awarded against Andrew 
and Crowhurst. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Doc 15 
 
11th. December 1868: 
 
Philip Andrew 
 
(Andrew & Crowhurst) 
 
Orange Street Brewery 
 
Wrongful press reporting 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Doc 16 
 
21st. August 1857: 
 
Leyshon Andrew 
 
Admitted to Pharmaceutical Society. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Doc 17 
 
 
26th. November  1880: 
 
 
Leyshon Andrew 
 
 
Auction of assets due to his bankruptcy. The 
assets in this auction consisted of 5 public 
houses and associated land, along with two 
life insurance policies. They did not include 
the Oxford Street Brewery, which was 
auctioned separately. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
Doc 18 
 
30th. March 1866: 
 
William Andrew 
 
Board of health meeting to discuss a 
nuisance smell from William’s 
ironmongery shop. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Doc 19 
 
11th. December 1868: 
 
William Andrew 
 
Fined for trading with inaccurate weights in 
his ironmongery shop. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Doc 20 
 
6th. August 1880: 
 
Thomas and James Andrew 
 
Advert for auction of business holdings of 
Thomas and James in the Hafod Brewery and 
malthouse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Doc 21 
 
21st. January 1882: from “The 
Worcester Chronicle” 
 
Thomas and James Andrew 
 
Committed for trial for the non-
disclosure of their assets during 
bankruptcy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Doc 22 
 
16th. February 1882:  
 
Thomas and James Andrew 
 
This is the actual court record from the Glamorgan Assizes 
detailing the charges against Thomas Andrew. The exact same 
charges were made against James Andrew. 
 
Both were found not guilty. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Doc 23 
 
4th. March 1881: 
 
Joseph Andrew 
 
Sale notice of household possessions due 
to business liquidation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The above press cuttings all depict the sad end of a formerly wealthy, family. Joseph and Gwenllian Andrew’s 
children lived their adult life as middle class Victorians enjoying the trappings of business wealth that was absent 
from most of the population. This wealth gave them privileges beyond the reach of the average working class 
Victorian family and in particular, set them apart from our John Andrew’s family. They lived a high profile and 
influential life, being involved in local politics and the local health board and, as members of various Masonic Lodges, 
they also mixed with the wealthiest of Swansea’s families. From their businesses to their social life they acquired 
personal possessions beyond the reach of most and led a very comfortable lifestyle. 

 
 It is astonishing therefore that, apart from William, all of Joseph and Gwenllian’s male children went 

bankrupt or had businesses liquidated, beginning in 1858 but mostly around 1880. This was the time of the long 
depression when many businesses folded. However, there is no indication that it affected the brewing industry 
worse than any other. In trying to build their business empire they probably overstretched their resources. I believe 
they just indulged themselves and their families at the expense of the businesses, living a lie and hanging on to an 
unsustainable lifestyle until suddenly the bubble burst. We will probably never find out the real reasons that brought 
them down. Whatever it was, all but William left Swansea to try and rebuild their lives away from the area that knew 
them and their business and financial track record. Their fall from grace was complete and no longer would they mix 
in high social circles; something that must have been a very bitter pill to swallow. With the money mostly gone, they 
lived out their lives no doubt reminiscing about “the good old days” and contemplating what had been and what 
might have been, although some did fare better than others. 
 


